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@+< Tothe Right worſhipfull 
Maſter Iohn Colles Eſquire,one 
of her Mateſties Tuſtices of peace, and 


deputie lievtenant.of the Coun- 
-t1e of Somerſet: 


R——==" [ot worſhipfull, ſince G OD 
f- |'nnade the two great lights,the 
77% Wore to rue the day, the other 


| the night, there were nener ſo 
Y . ay Tood meaAnes to encrea It 


* . 


| I DY krowledse and godlineſſe , as 
there are at this day , nener a 
time whenit was more requiſite that we ſhould 
care faulty (4 ſet he {e means thenor;neuer anyt hin '0 
more profirable then the r10ht vſe of them. 1f 
we did duely confraer the corruption of our owne 
nature, the ſnares of thi preſent warld, the ſlip- 
perineſſe of worldly properitie, the ſhortueſſe of 
or lines, and the Certainety of the [ndrement 
te come, wee would employ all our ſiudies and 14- 
[ . 80's 


The Epiftle aedicatory. 
bonrs about that one ting which'ts moſt need fr 


that we might ſo paſſe or time while we remaine 

inth:s vale of miſery, thatafier our departure r 

hence, we may line in eternall felicttie. To this 
end only hare ! car:ſ-d this S:rmonnow at length 
 tobepubliſhed to the vieve of the world, from. 

which aduentire many things haue' Fayed mee 

almost theſe threz years, but chie fely theſe two, 

mine ovn immaruritic aa tre plainencſſe or ra- 

ther the rudenes of the File & phraſe of ſpeach. 

Newer thel:ſſe it h we be all debters one to 410- 

ther,and the h:athen men teach vs this leſſon, 

that we are not born foronr ſelues,but our friends "os 

chalenge a part ,our parents a part,orr cottrey 4 C 

part, Liyme aſile feare, ] haze at this time en- 

boldened my ſelfe with ihe poore widawto caſt a 

ſlender offering into the Lords treaſurie. This | 

maine endeanouy | pre ſent unto your worſhip, in 

rememberance of that Christ;an frnoar which (1 
youhane ſhewea vitome. This | commend you 

& all yours tothe father of liahts,th2t 25 able te 
enrich youinthis life with the treafpure f hecrow- 
tedge (+ wiſdom ,and mthe life to come tobleſſe 
you eh 4 immmortalctie in the ioyfullplace o f refit 
for ener ana ener. 

Your worſhips to commaundy 
George Macey, 
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PEARSSRISSSE OR my better direction 
: 6 Pt 11 making a briefe reher- 
Dl oa fal of fone of thole good 
(ff it ; 11 er : Iefiouns and obſeruations 


| Va; Þ+ j; which yee { honorable , 
| < 3X7 D 


—__—_ dearly belocucd in our 
Lord and Sauiour Icetu Chrilt) haue ſunury 
vr times heard herctofore deliuered by men of 
orcatergrauitieqmore exquiſite learning,and 
riper indgement,for your inſtruction and ad- 
monition, have mate choyccot this{cripture 
now read yntoyov, being as | may rightly 
terme it the fzgiHtrates Charge, giuen by no 
worſe man then a kinggto de 2 light vnto all 
, princes and governours then liuing and fuc« 
\ ce<ding vnto the worlis end, | 
"= The -* 


2 © The Magiftrates 

The order, which I purpole to obſerue in 
handling this parcell of ſcripture,ſhalbe this: 
Firſt I will ſpeake of the occafton'that moued 
the king and Prophetto giue this charge, 
Secondly, of theperionsto whom it is gtuen. 
Tairdly,ot the charge it ſelfe, wiatir is, 
Fourchly,otche time, when it is ro be pur in 
practiſe, 

Iam not ignorant that there is nothing 
more pleaſingtorhe common multitude then 
to heare men in authoritie openly and tharply 

19- reprooued : but tnis know yee, that as Paxle 
did appeale ynto Ceſzr, not taat hee had any 
thing to accuſe his nationof:; io I which ſtand 
before you this day,came not to this place to 
bz any mansacculer, but to be a rewembran- 
cervnto all : your accyteris within youy euery 
mans owne conlicience. Whoſoeuer therefore 
ſhall fecle any inward pricking , lethim ac- 
knowledge the powerof the word of G OD, 

12. which is mightie in operation and ſharper 
thenany two edged ſword. Fo 

1The occaſion that moued king David to 
giue this charge,wasthis, becaule there 1s a 
king and a Iudge,whoſethrone isfor euer and 

5-6. cuer,the ſcepter of his kingdome a ſcepter 
of righteouſnefſe , vaco whoſe lawes and or- 
dinances 


0 
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dinancesalearthlypowersare firily bound 
to yeelde obedience ; which if they refuſe to 


| doe, and of obedient ſubiectes that ſhould 


not atteinpt any thing farther then they are 
warranted by his vnreproueablela wes,do be- 
come rebelles and (ay deſperately, Surely we 
will walke after our owne imaginations, an 
doe euery man after the Rubborneſle of hs lerats, fr 
wicked heart, they (hall perceiuethat an an- 
gry countenancefrom his faceis able to cruſh 
al his enemiesin peeces. The 4;fob2:{i-ni {hall 
to their coſt vadeiſtand chacneither the po- 
licie of the worldly wiſe, nor the {trength of 
the. mightie, nor the countenance of the that 
are in high places,thal be able todeliverthem 
in the day of vengeance : bur as an earthen 
potis eaſily broken in peeces with the ſtroke 
of an Iron hamer, ſo the greateſtpotentates in 
the worlde being bur asclayin the hande of 
the potter, if they continue bewitched with 
the loue of their own wildome and power,& 
by reaſon of their riches andritles, blaſpheme 
the goſpell, deſpiſe gods Minifters,contemne 
our Church and congregations, ſct light of 
holy exerciſes, ſhall be bruſed with the rod of 
power andthe breaking of them ſhall be as 
the breaking of a potterspot,which is broken Ifai.20.1 
A4 without 


| X10g.12. 
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"The M artfrates 
without pitie,and in the breaking of it ſhall 


not be founde a ſheard to take fire out of the 


W6et ir's or Wz:ter out of rhe pit, Sith there abi- 
dceth for the imoenitent ſo heauie & fearetull 


1udgement, Be wiſe yee kings, CFC. 


@ | he perſons, to whome this Ch. re is giuen 
are Kings and Judges; by th: {ctwo ©tles wce 


miy vngerſtand not onely the chieferulers of 


countries and nations as Emperours, kings, 


Dukes 20d incalike, but all others alio that 


are Pk 11 auth oritie waded them, becaule it 
is toheawca burchen forone man to decide 
all controuerſie.* but this muſt be remembred 
that by Hoy 1nuch the D1gher tier place and 
caling 3, by lo muci1 the more properly doth 
tis Ch 7706 2Ercaine vnto theiu, The realons 
arct vo: rirſt amen of! aigh) place and ca-ling 
haue many ers andimpediments , many en=- 
comberances that either hinder them tiom 
turniagintothe right way , erclogge them 
that they walks very lowly therein, therfore 
it b-houeth them to haue tpecial care to jeek 


for this fpirituall wildome and heauenly lear. 


ning; therefore is it that the holy Gholt for- 
-thich em out from among other men, andas 
i: were pointeth yato them with the fingerin 
ehis place. As a 3.3 that hath a purpoſe to build 
| an 
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an houſegwill firli prouide the greateſt timber 
which ſhal be the moi principal inthe work, 

and the grearelt (toncs that they may be laide 
vnder in the forn-ation When any king pur 
poſerh to Mmake warre againſt another king,he 
will firſt determi :e of his Generall, then of his 
jof-riour c: 2ptaines: and officers : this becing 
done he gatiercihtogitherhisforces from all 
parts ofhis dOminions:in ke mannerthe lord 
and king of heaven & « aith intending ro erect 
the tommy 211 builung of his church, which is 
eroaded yponthe foundation oftheProphe ts 
271d Anolites, ( heiſt kimſelte being the head 
corner (Ione "wold hauethe me ofauchoritie, 
asgreatflones © be laide firongly and faſt 
vpon tiietoundation, that the Suilding might 
goethe moreluckily forward: the ſame Lord 


Eph2.20 


& king intending to ouerthrow the kingdom 


of Sitan & co Erie him out of his dominions, 

woulde that the rulers ſhoulde not play the 
cowards, but ſhould goe as leaders and cape 
raines before others, giuing encouragement 
to their inferiours, As Moſes and Aaron 
wet togither,{o if thie Magilirate which bea- 
reth thel ſworde goe forwarCce with the Minif- 
rer thac preacheththe word, the people thall 


the more ie cafily be delivad fromthe ſpiritual 


Ep 
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AEgypt & the more willingly march towards 
theheauenly Canaan. The ſecond reaſon is, 


fortheir examples ſake , Scilicet invulgus ma- 


nant exemplaregentum,their exampls, whither 
goodoreuill, prevaile mightily among the 


people: if good, much to their furtherance; if 


euil,more to their hinderance inthe encreaſe 
of ycrtue and godlineſle : fire warmeth the 
things that are neare vnto it, the oucrflowing 
of theriuer N;/zs did water the lande of Egypt, 
1a the time of Noahs flood as long asthe motie 


.,. taines were couered with water , the vallics 


Mat.11.5. 


could not be dry: {oif the ſuperiours be zea- 
lous, their heate wi!l kindle the z.cale of their 
inferiours, their godlinefſ» and riginecuſneſle 
willallurcothers£0 bring forch iruites worthy 
of amendment of life- and onthe orker fide, 
if the great men ofthe worlde be wicked and 
prophane for the molt part ( buc not altogi= 
ther)the multitudeis v:godlyand vaholy. A 
moteiseafily paſled ouer though it be in a 
very darke place, but a great blackin a {traite 
and a narrow way cauſeth many to ſtumble ec. 
uen inthe light and at noone day; the fall of a 
mightie oake or a Cedar may be heard a farre 


off, andin theirfall they breake downe many 


render ſhrubs chat grow.ynder them; though 
2384 many 
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many ſmall Rones'fall out ofa wall, yet the 
| breach may be but ſmall; whereas the falling 
out of one great (tone maketh a very greate 
| breach, becauſe that fallerh not alone, but 
many ſmall ruſh out with it; Yee are theſe 
greate blocks, thele Oakes, and Gedars, yee 
are theſegreat ſtones, Doe any of the rulers or [0þ, 7.49. 
_ Phariſces beleeue on him ? but this people: 
which knowe noe the lawe, are curſed, So in 
| theſedaiesir isfaide, how tewe of our gentles 
| men, of our great men doc cfteeme the Gol- 
| pellas they ſhould? How dce they recken of * 
\ thepreaching and preachers therof?How few , King.23. 
[/of the hadrather hearkento Michah the Zid- g ; 
14h? How few ofthemtcach their children _ 
| inthe crade of their wayzthat when they are 
oldethey may not depart from it? Hence it 
| commeth to paſſe that both olde and young 
for the moſt part delight in ſuch Prophets as Michah.z 
| willflatter them, telling pleaſant tales and '* 
ſpeaking of their commodities, and are wich 
Herode wearie of lohn Baptiſt his preaching 
as ſoone a5 he ſpeakerh one word againſt their 
Elerod:ans? How many lead their hues as Eſa 
| and SardarapalustInhealthihey torger God, 
| Inſicknellethey lecke notthe Lard, bur with 


Pro.22.6. 


Math 14.4 
Gen.25.27 


ne Ce ee ks le Tit 


».Chron. FI. 
I6.12, 


' che fooliſh king Aſa,ſeeke tothe phiſitians, wult x, 
| next A4/.9, 
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nextſend forthe Lawyer to make deviſes, 
long entailements and perpetuitics,as though 
Pt27. I- every mancould bujildeanhoule at his plea- 
ſuretarlaſt,whenall hope and likelyhood of 
longerhite is paſt,then perhaps they call for a 
ſpiricuall counſeller,who whenhe commeth, 
muſt not be croudleſome, that is, mult ſpeaxe 
nothing bur of mercic, mercy:1f he ſpeake of 
| gods wdgements againſt finne, it mult be in 
| generall cermes,in any caſe muſt not a worde 
be ſpoken of any reſizturion of things vniufily 
cotten, this isrroubleſome to the Gcke, 21:d 
irkelome to the whole , whereby ic plainclie 
appeaieth how harda thing it 15 for a rich mai ie 
to enterintothe Kingdome of heauen. The 
beholding of this kiade of behauiour, cauſeth 
Pfal.14.r. any fooles tolay intheit hearts, there is no 
God, It muſt needes be { faith our Sauiour} 
> Mat.8.7. that offences come, but woe be to that mar; 
by whome the offence commetch: the readie 
way toelcapethis woe and to bee delivered 
Rom.6,:3, from the wages of ourfinnes, is by this wil- 
dome andlearning in my text commended 
VAtO vs. 6 
Before I come to ſpeaketnereofg] wil briet» 8-1 
ly obſerue one yery neceflatie note, that is, * 


that the holy Ghoſt faichnor, O ye Kings and 


ludges 
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**wrong holde, wee ſhall withour doubrperiſh 


"\{{barge; © ,. '9 
Tudges giue over your places,foryour autho. 
ritie isvnlawfull ut direfteth them how” to 
Þchave themſclues in their ſeuerall places: pgjg, , 
whenceitisverycleare,that as welin this place Mar.22.2x 
asin many others, their authoritiers allowed Rem 13.1, 
robe lawtull; therefore the doctrine of the 1113-1. 
Anabaptiftes and Mſariches, ard whatſocuer HE 6t-3.19 
elſe they bethat deny the lawtulnefle of Mas 
gilirates authoritie, js to bee reiccted of all. 
chriſtians, being woſtpernicicus and wicked, 
2 The Charee utielfe whatit is,tharthe fores 
named perlons be wilc & learned,S. Barnard 
im his firſt: Sermon de aduentu Domini, faith 
' the men that truſiin worldly 'comfortes, rre 
ke vntothole thar tall into tome deep water, 
& being indaogerofdrowning,take hoide ct 
whatſoever commeth fil}to hand;as weeds 
orrootesof trees,or whaticeuerelſe, though 
ehey doemore butt then profit them; yea & 
though better helpe be offered; they wil hard- 
ly leave their fiſt holde: by meanes whereof, 
many times itcommectiito pale thartheype= 
riſh, All men that arc borne intothis worlde, 
fall intoadecpe ſea of milcries, if wee take. 


euerlaſtingly , vnleflc in cue feaſon wee ad 


ſhall be content to followe this wiſedome __-4vult q; 
which » #9» 


IO The Magiſtrates : 


which as a cloude by day andas a pillar of 
Exod. fire by night will conduct vs fafely through ' 
..__ middeſtofthettpeltuous waucs of this world, 
For our better inſiruction inthis point , wee 
muſt ynderſtandthat there is a twofold wiſe- 
dome, one whereby men arc wiſeto doeeuill, 
ter.4-224, bur to doe well haue no vnderſtanding,; this 
| Rom. $6. isthe wiſdome of thefleſh as Saint Paule cal. 
lam.3,r5. leth ir, and Saint /amesiathitis carthly,ſenſe- 
lefle and diuclifh, in this the cli!dten of: this 
worlde are molt expert and canning, 
The other kindeof wildomeis an holy. yn+ 
derftanding whereby veelay vp the precepts 
Deur.4.6, of the Lord in our hcartsrhat wee mighe not | 
finne againſt him, this is the wiſdome of the 
ſpirit and deſcendeth from aboue;this, none, 
bur the childrenof God dee enioy.: Thismat- 
ter would require a large: diſcourſe , bur that 
of I may haue time to make-application to. ow. 
ſeuerall yſes and not keepe you toolonyfrom 
your bufinefle which brought you vnto this 
place,[ will deliueritas brietely as poſſibly 1 
may. OED TY 
This wiſdome isafice gift of God, the holy 
Ghoſt enſpyring and ſowing itin our heartes ? 
thereby enlightning theeyes of our ynder- 
ſRandingy that we may-make a holy yic of all 
the | 


{harge, = 
the things which wee haue ſcene heard and 
learned, 1 hovgh liraeli ſaw all the wonders 
which the Lord d:d in the land of Egypt to 
Pharach and to all 1s ſeruanrs, yet the Lord 
hath not gen you(ſaide AZoſes) an heart to 
perceiue, andeyestolſce, and eares to heare 
vnto this day : whence we may Jearne that it 
is notin our own power to make profitofthe 
things which are moſt manifeſt euen before 
Our eyes,except God endueys with wiſdome 
from aboue: with this wildome the Wiſardes 
ofthe world are not acquainted, they account \ 
it tark fooliſhneſſe & madneſle,there is not an 
vnregeneratperſon,no not one,thatenioyeth 
the companiethereof,and thatfor two cauſes; | 
Firſt becauſe it is a peatie that is never” caſt et. 7. 
before ſwine, ſo holy a thing that itisneuer gi- 
uen todogeges, wiſdome cannot enter intoa _ 
wicked heart, nordwell inthe bodie that is W1'd.1.4- 
ſubie& ro finne; for it is. the very Nampe and 
print ofthat ſacred ſeale, herewith the holy 1ch.3.33. 
Couenant indented betweene God and man 2-112, 
is interchangeably ſealed, Secondly the vn- 7% 
gcdly enioy it not, Lecauſe they ſceke it not; 

T hey that ſecke mee ſhalifinde mee; Wiſdome Pro.7. 17. 

muſt be ſought forgwheretore wee muſt nor {2.04 

belike the Arabaprtiſtr, qui Enthyſiaſmos & quodvult A; 
prina- (4.9, 


Deut,29, 
pa 4. 


Ioh.1244% 


Gen.z-7+ 


Plal19.7. 


13 The M agiſtrates | 


Privatas yeuelationes expectant, which negs 
lect all meancs, andlooke to have giftcs of 
grace enſpiredinto them 35 the breat th of life 
was breathed into {4 when te was Creas 
ted, but we muſt ail fer ke, tor fecking is the 
ordinary meanesto fhnae 9A Ne, Ti natuwe 
may ſoleeke, that wee may fhinde, wee mult 
obleruethele rwo things: firtt where we mult 


teekefor wildome, and feconciy a'ter what 
manncr we mu{t leekeforit, When we neece 
 medicimes,we goctothne Apotizecarics ſhop g 


for gould and f1iuer wee viſe the Indies, for 
pearles (as traua:]crsreport ) men goe Gow ne 
to the bottom of deepe waters : Waolſ.cuer 
defireth this witdome without which imcns 


ſoules pine away and dy,lethiin repaire tothe 


holy Scriptures, they are a ſhop pe fuil ot ail 
ſpiriruall mc dicines:tnis Wildeme, more Pre- 


'tious then a'l gold or filucr,outot the word of 


God isto be mi2edit we wilt ,oratleaftwiſe 
if wee can delcend into the depch e1excof, 


there ſhall we fine this pearle which isnot to 


be valued withthe wecge of goluc of Ophir, 
nor withche pretious Onir nor with the Ga- 
biſh,nor withine T 94% of AEthiopia allevels 
are nothing in comparilon thereot : The teſti. 


monies ofthe Lord gine wiſdomwuntothe ſirple, 


Now 


PIT A +8%.A4 | ” og 19, 0h 
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Now we know where,next we are to conſis 

der how we muſt ſecke this heavenly treaſure. 
The firlt ſteppe of ſearching for it, is earneſt 
and heartyprayer according to the leſſon that 
E-7 Saint /ames teacheth vs, [f any man want wiſ= 
| dome, let himaſke of God which gineth to all 
men liberally; herein the Apoſtle ſhewed him- 
ſelfe a good {choller ofhis and our maſter and 
Sauiour Chriſt, who taught his diſciples this _ 
leſſon; Aſhe andir ſhall be ginen you, ſeeke and Mat.7.7, 
ee ſhallfinde, knoCke ard it ſhall be opened vnto 

05. 
: The next ſtep is an ordinarie and humble 

hearing of the worde fincerely preached,ioy= 
ned with ancarneſt defire to profit thereby, 
for many there be that hear & arevery little or 
nothing the detter,as they that come to the 
placesof holy exercites,for cuſtome,or for co 
i panic,bringing hearts ful] fraught with ſerrled_ 
purpoſes and determinationstodo that which 
ſeemeth good in their owne eyes, whatſoc- 
uer they ſhall at any time heare caught - of 
| theſe men, the wiſe man ſpeaking, faichthus; 
A ſcorner ſeckheth wiſdome and findeth it nor. Pro.14.4 
That wee may not loleourlabour,let vs reme- 
ber our Sauiour his watchwords,bidding all 
men take heede how they heare , andro this 
B purpoſe 


am,r,4 
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purpoſealſo let ys keepe m minde, that bitter 
checke ginen to the vnprofitable feruanr, Ts 
him that hath ſhallhe Tine: ,anafr O077L- "6g 
| ” bathnot.ſhal be taht 2: pay eue that whichhe hath. 
||» Tnethird Rep in ſeeking, is Medjrating on 
| the things that we au? heard by this meanes 

the Bereans made profit of the Apolilcsprea- 
Maou a ching, rhey did not .one:y receiue the worde 
* 4 ot Gud with all readinefle , but ſearched the 

ſcriptures daily whether the things were fo 
| or no:this is the way to faſten in our heartes 
| che things that we haue heard, Asthe bealts 
; that cho-wedno: the cud were vnclean by the 
law: ſoif we medicare not of the worde chat 
we may rememberit, and remembring , wee 
may praRile it, though we ſpend our whole 
life in hearing, wee are vncleane til}, By che- 
wing, the {weetneſle is the better tafted, the 
meate che ſooner digelted, the bodiethe her. 
rernouriſhed, and the trengrh the more en- 
2 creaſed :.So the meditating on the worde of 
the Lord, will yeeld ys1o livelily a taſte of the 
ſweetenecſle thereof, that wee {hall confeſſe 
with Daxid, that | iris ſweeter than the hony 
comb : this {weetneſle wil breed jn vs an vnſa- 
tiable delice to be continuallyfed therewith , 
' by feeding theron we (hal grow from firength 


0 
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to ſirength,from vertueto vertue, & ſocome Pal.e.1 
| tothe :oytulleltate of blefled men. 1,Kin,1 
For our encouragement inthis good courfe, 
Jervs make wel what wiſdome herſelfe faich, Pro $8.1 
They that ſecke me earely ſhallfindeme:riches(F 1Kin.zc 
honour are with mezenen durable riches & righ- 
teouſre ſe; ſhe is not as a woman ſitting alone 
detolte ani) forſaken, 3g one that had feene 
widowhoode and loſlc of children, but as rhe 
kings daughrer all glorious within, her clo- 
thing all of brocred pold, herraimet if [needle 
worke, her ornaments and her jewels are a= 
bout her. The generation of chem that ſhall 
finde her are they that feare (God, The begin- Pſal.11s 
ning of wiſdome 1 the feare of God & a good vn- 
'  deritandinghane all they that doe thereafter. 
Whether jvehaue alreadie attained ay por 
tion of this witdome orno, we ſhell know by 
the fruitescherof,wliich are m generall wo,to 
witte zeale of Gods hole, and megritie of 
mann*rs: which ewo cannot be ſeparated the 
one from the other,no more then hs at tr tne 
fire,n.1fture from thewarer, & light trom the 
ſunne.Ifour zcale benor fuch as thats Ouer- Exgn. 
paſſing allloue of our ſclues, our owne plea- Rom, < 
{ure and profit {l omit to fay our, owne fal- 
uation and damnation with Ao/es and Pale\ 
B 2 We 


4 a 


—— IT 
\ ——_——_—. Je —_ 
—— II" 


,16 The Magiftrates 


wedeenot abſolutely with an heattie affeRi- | 


onſeeke the glory of God, by the aduance- 
ment of the ſcepter of his kingdomne : if in 
the courſe of our hues we walke not as beco- 
meth them that would be called the ſonnes of 
God, howſocuer we would be eſteemed, wee 
are ignorant and fooliſh. What then ſhall we 
| ſay of them,who aſmuch ,as in them lyeth , 
| continue the courſe of that loode which the 
u,12.15 Serpent caſt out ofhis mouth afterthe woman 
that ſhe might be carried away of the ſame ? 

What of them, that as the Philiſtizs would not 

Sam,r3. ſuffer any ſmith in //-aell, leaſt the Hebrewes 
make them ſwords or ſpeares, will take away 
all the meanes whereby we ſhould make pro- 

vifion for our defence and ſafetie againſt our 

1 ghoſtly enemics,It may be many of theſe are 

k accounted wiſe inthe world, andtheyrecken 
themlcluesto do ail things well, no maruaile; 

0.12.16 Salomon: ſairh,their be many that thinke their 
owne wit beſt, To withholdthe pay from the 

thatgo a warfare, tomuzzle the mouth ofche 

oxethattreadcth outthe corne, to deny the 

| fruite of the vine to him that planteth ity to 
forbid chemto be partakers of the altar which 
attend at the altar, are theſe the effees of 
zcalcintheſc daies?they haue bin te? in 

OI 


Char 'ge "i wg 7 
former times, When ſecs buile the caberna- 


nacle by gods appointment , there was ſo 
great an offering, that there was too much 


brougtnt,& Hoſes bad the people ceaſe from 


giuing.Inthe darke daies & blacknefle ofolde 
{uperſticion,men were ſo forwarde in giuing 
rowards the maintenance(as they thought)of 
crue religion, that as yeknow well,they were 
reſirained by lawe. That was the time of gi. 
uing,this is the time of taking away, that was 
the time of enriching, this1s the timeofimpoe 
ueriſhing,that waSthe time when mEchought 
all roo little, this is the time when men thinke 
all too much,ſothat there isno ſweeter bread 
then that which is ſtolne from vs : wee haue 
lawes for our defence ſtrong enough to pro- 
teQ ys from all iniuries , were it not for that 
oldeprouerbe ; If a m4» hewe ouer his heade, 
chips will fall into his eyes, Wells men cannot 
live by the ayre aloneas itis ſaide ofthe Came- 
lion, therefore miniſters muſt of neceſſitic re- 
quirea part oftheir lawfull due: by ſo doing 
they oftentimes purchaſe ro themielues ma= 
ny reproches; to be called coucrous, greedie, 
troubleſome, the moſt 'lewde men vponthe 
earth, Ate there not ſuch, fay ouraccufers? 


1will not deny the truthe,furcly there are the 
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20m * ſons of Ely , Jerebohams pticſts, [udas, Dio- 


2.265; trephes , Demas, many that eate the face 
 Tim.z.8 and cloath themſclues with the woll, bur 
| loh.9. feede not the ſheepe, I will ſhewe you a 
1343+ way how many - 4 great faults may 

bee amended ; if yee that are Patrons 
| 2 woulde deale faithfully in your Patronagey 
3 and not regarde the piftes of the handes 
more then the pifts of the minde : Your 
| Patronage is but an enfathmenrt 1m truſt, 
| they that make gaine thereof , ſel] rhat 
which is none of theirs, and are vnfaith- 
full in the truſt co them committed . I 
ſay, prayſed bee God for them that haue 
ſhewed 'rnacmſelues fairhtull , As for ſuch 
as account their gaine godlineſle and 
their theft honeſt dealing , let them re- 
> King.s. member what reward Gehezs had for rc- 
7 cciumg gifces at the hands of Naaman the 
OO Syrian: let themi'temember the puniſh= 
ment of Ananias and; Saphyrafor embealc]- 
b&t,5.510,1ingapartoftheir own polletſion, whichthey 
 ſould when is was in their choyce whi- 
ther they woulde haue ſolde it or no: ler 
- them remember the counſaile that Saint 
Peter gaue vnto Simen Magus, ſaying ,Re- 


8.32, pert therefore of this thy wickganeſſe, & pr Go, 
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God, if it wy he that the thought of thine 
heart may be forginen thee , Is mercilelnefie 
no finne? Seemecn it atmall ching to betray, 
nay to murther ſoules? Is ic none offence ro * 
nouriſh tne ſcede of errors, herefies, idolatry, : 
treaſon, and rebellion : all which budde and 


E 


3 


{pring out of ignorance? As Dagoz icll down x,Sam,s,q 


before the Arke, Axrons rod acruoured the Exod.7.1: 
rods ofthe Enchaunters, the beames of the 
Sunne dodifperte the d3iksfome clouds;euen 
ſo, ſurely if the CGoſpcll were fincerely prea« 
ched, as ir might haue beene in many places 
more thenitis, were notthe laHourers por 
tion devoured by the deuourets , the 1gol!s 
of mens hearts would fall downe in the pre- 
ſence of the trueth, ſuperſtitious blindeneſie 
+ Which as yet coucreti the hcarts of manie 
thouſands within this lande , no lefle then it 
did the very firlt day of her Maicthes toy- 
full and happie Raigne , {hou!d haue beene 
put to flight long agoe, 

Inall this, 1 have yet ſaide nothing of 
Impropriations, becauſe I knowe that the 
polleſſors of them will ftraightway fly tothe 
lawe of theiande, asto a molt lafe citicot re- 
fuge. 7 <7 2 
Though outlawdo allow the,as plaw of ofes 

Bay | B 4 allows 
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allowed diuorcement,yert I am ſurely perſwas 
dedthat ſuch propriatories as haue both the 
beſt and the worſt rithes, and the wholepaſ- 
torall charge withall, andyet make no con- 
þ ſcience of prouiding & giuing ſpirituall things 
[4 fortheir temporall, that theſe offende againit 
b the law. Our lawes aboue all things defire that 
ftcheap God may be lorified, but to yeeldſuch {len- 
| .eaccol- FTTS J 

| 4bet, derand beggerlyallowanceto the miniſters 
of the goſpecll, as that they be enforced not on- 
lytoliuve by the deuotion of others, but ſoine- 
timesto vic hlthy and volawfull meanes to 
ſupply their wants,it is the readie way to caulc 
the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheame,W ell 
ſrhthe negleQ of corporall prouiſion for the 
poore ſhall be remewbred when cuery man 
ſhall receiue according to hisworkes, withe 
ig out all doubt the famiſhing of ſoules will not 
| be forgotten, Then ſhall many irreligious pro. 
feſſors plainely perceiue that they 6 ac- 
counted wiſdome fooliſhneſle , and fooliſh. 
neſſe wiſdome, and then too late they ſhall 

wiſh that they had beene wiſer in ſeaſon, 
| Theſecond fruice oftrue wiſdom,is integri- 
tieof manners, the practiſe of our Chriſtian 
knowledge in performing our duetie to- 
wards Our neighbour, This conſfifteth of twa 
parts, 


| 
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\ 


Charge, 21 
parts, the one in the execution of publicke of<. 
fices, the other in the courſe of cuery mans 
private life, Yntopublicke dueties there doe 
pertaine the deciding of controuerhies be. 
rweene partic and partie , & the due puniſh« 
ment of malefactors according to theiroffen, 
ces: for the performance of theſe things, yee 
are allembledat thispreſent , Tudges cheefe 
labourers in the buGnefle, Iuftices afliſtants & 
coadiutors, Aduocatesto lay open cauſes, Tus 
rors to imake diligent enquirie forthe trueth, 
and according to the rule ofa good conſciece 
to returne yerdictes to them thar haue autho. 
ritie to give ſentence , All theſe muſt take 


| heede what they doe - for they execute not 


Tegarded neither fathernor morher, nor bre- 


the ivdgements of man, bur of the Lord, and ».Chrov 

he wilbe with you in the cauſe and iudgemet, 79: 6- 

I wil ſer before youtwo examples,astwo molk — 

cleare glaſſes of Cryſtall wherein you may ſez 

how to addrefleyourſeluesto the diſcharging 

of your dueties, The one is the example ot the 

Lemuites out of the book of Deuteronomie,who "NED 
eut.339 

thren, nor children, that they might oblerue 

the worde of the Lord : the other out of the 

booke of /b, the example of that haly man Iob.2y.tq 

{eb , he faid thathepur on Iuſtice, andit co- *5- 


uered 
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_ vered him, iudgement was as a robe and 


acrowne ynto him, hee wasthe eyes of the 
blinde and rhe feete to the lame, he was a fa- 
ther ynto the poore, and when he knewe not 
the cauſe, he ſought it our diligently , So the 
ſerting a part ofaffe&tion & the knowledge of 
che trueth arethetwo cys$ of Iuſtice: that theſe 
may c6tinue cleare & ltnglegaliletsand impe- 
diments that may any way Galcl or dimine 
their Giglt mult be carefully remooued, 
I ſpeake theſe things(honourable)co ſtir vp 
& warne(l ain per{waded)your pure mindes, 
Your aſfiltits may belets vnto you,it fortauor 
or affection,orudge or di{pleaſure they (hola 
enforme you otherwiſe then the trueth15:and 
your go0d Opinion of the man may jcade you 
fro the righr of che caulegbur | truſt chey haue 
nat ſo learned Chni;!ezuing them ro God & 
their own coſciences | palle to other more co- 
mon & apparant)ers. Theſe are the Aduocares 
& tie Turors:ſuch Aduocares as haue ravght 
theirtongs tocal euil good,& falſhood truth, 
that can by their {inooth ſpeaches fteale away 
& lead caprtiue the harts of the fimple, ro keep 
back che poorefrom iudgement, that widows 
may betheirprey,& that they may ipoyle the 
fatherlefle,Botn the theete & the true ma that 
[2a- 
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trauaile on the way,hauc theirſwords girt to 
them,butto diuers ends,the theef to opprefle 
others,the true man to defend himſeltetiothe 
endotrhe lawjs to defend the innocent from 
wrong,bucicisoftentimes abuſedto opprefle 
che harmeleſſe Taere are wirhour all queſtis 
on very doubrh1l] caſes & both parties may 
ſeeme todz-tende right; bur when the cauſe 
ſhal be ſo ayparant,char men contraryto their 
own kno wledge ſhal Maintaine wrong , this 
bewrayerh chitin cheſe dajies there are ſuch as 
were ſpoken ot long agoe,thit regard notche 
cauſe bur the perſons celpeRt not the law, but 


therewards,confider not wharreaſon leadeth 
. them vnto,butthink euery thing lawful that is 


gainefu] Th 2ie follow pleps ofone Hyperides 


an Athenian Lawier,who plex inthe be= 


halfe of an aarlor,uw ben he faw hee couldince 
preuaile dy words, heynlaced her clothes & 
ſhewedtorth her whirebrefls ,&bythat means 
moucd the tooth ludoes:o c6patlion:Ochers | 
by commending cheir clyents & diſpraiſing 
their 2duerſaries,a\lay to colour eull cauſes 
as harlors paint their faces, to entiſe wantons, 
forgetting tnatleſſon, Nec bonts atuer ſariors 
pews congend ec amicoriutm, laudanda vis 

That good law which was caretully 
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| 24 The Magiſtrates 
| obſcrued at Athens, isneceflarie andprofita- 
blefor all countries, The graue Senators did 
| forbid ſuch as pleaded other mens cauſes tg 
UE. moouecaffeCtion, orto ſpeak any thing beſides 
0 the matter, or by any meanesto ſtirre yvpthe \ 
minde of the Iudge to anger, enuie or pitties | 
though itbe notaneafte matterto mooue the | 
| mindes of _ in theſe daies, yet the multi- | 
tude whoſe affections and paſſions are as the 
wauesof the ſea,may ſoon be drawn fromthe 
erueth by the enticing ſpeaches of mans wiſ- 
dome, 
The impediments in Lurors are,if Juries be  ( 

pickt or packt of purpole,ofthoſe Mercenarie 
men which trudgefrom place to place, think- , 

ing it long while they be notimpagelled:there 
| are a dangerous company which little or no-= 
þ thing weigh the cauſe, but make all ſpeedero | 
 receiue the wages, In great mens cauſes itis 
ſpecially co be forefecne with all careful] dili- 
gence, what mannerof men they bee that are 
Iurors, leaſtfeare or fauour cauſe them to bee 
* like the twovnthrifts which /ezabellſuborned 
againſt poore Naboth, that ſpake & auouched 
againſt the innocent that which was altogi- | 
ther vntrue. Wherefore the beſt way werey 
when mean of might ſhall ſee their neighbours 
® OO” 
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+ ortenantsin their cauſes empanelled, to yſe 
| meanes that they may be diſcharged, the 
| , matterin queſtion ſhall thereby purchaſe cre- 
|  dite, theſuſpicionof oppreſſion all be raken 
' away, ſiely men ſhal befreed from danger, or 
at lea(t wile from exceedingfeare, Letthe ſta 
'  tutesofthe Lord be your continual coiiſellers, 
| then ſhall yebe ſure to guide all your waies 
'  withdiſcretion , and wiſdome ſhall appeare 
in allyouractions. 
| The otherparr of your office (honourable 
| andright worſhipfull)isthepuniſhing of ma= 
! lefactors, Becauſe the world is come to that 
/ paſſenow, thatif there be two or three men 
of courage within a ſhirethat ſtrive mightily 
to put downe finne, while the reft tollow 
| theirowneprofit or pleaſure,or ſtudie ro bee 
| popular, they are accounted buſie, hard, or 
 cruell men.l willlay before youa few reaſons 
which ſhould incite and (tire ypallthatarein 
| autheritie without any reſpect of perſons or 
| fooliſhpittiero drawe forth the ſword thatir 
ruſt nor in the ſcabberd of ſecuritie ,and play 
the men in cutcing downe of finne and wic- 
| kedneſſe, Firſt, Magiſtrates ſhould nor leaue 
{ finnevnpuniſhed fortheir owne good & ſate- 
' | Tiesſake, for grieucus plagues haue fallenon 
them 
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them that haue becne negligent through ton 
| much pitti indoing the worke of the Lord 2 
[oy Ely winked at his ſonnes wi kedneſſe , Sawle 
VB: _ +4ky Ipared Agag Acab iparec Benadab and.it was 
| | 1Kinzo, tothem alithe occaſion of rune ' Salomons 
' 34.42. Qotapge on his wom:n in ſufferinv then: ro 
 1.King.1.6 haye Temples to ierue Aſpraroth Milcoms,& : 
[4 ſtrage $0ds: this rEiing of gods fcrvice rer his | 
£1] kingdoe a partto Reboaminis own lon Hutthe | 
 x.Kinnz, Qreater part to /eroboarmthelon of Nebar, | 
| | 230. ASecondlygifoffenders be nor pumthed, ini- | | 
| | 
| 
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quitie will abound and 1 will multiply daily. 
The viſe preacher ſaith , Becauſe ſentence as 
Eccle.1t.8 gainft aneuill work zs not ſpedily executed ther- | 
fore the heart of the children of men 2s fally ſet | 
todoeenill. Dowvtleſie tncrc 1s nothing that” 
[ _» Jdothſo much inconrage men in theſe daiesto | 
| ____ doethat which is valawhull,asthe hope of fa» | 
uour :one thinkethif hee elpyed, hee hath 
frieds that wil nor faile him in atime ofneeds, 
another recountecth with himſelfe that his 
goodly perſonage wiilmoue ſome or otherto | 
pittie himgfoth:y runne headlong into miſ= | 
chiefe. The next way to purge the land of hai- 
nous offences,is to cxecute thelawealike on 
all, that none may be emboldned thorough 
nope.Asthe Chronicles of this land do _ 
| c 
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file Alfred a king of the Sax075 had his lawes fo 


exc.cured,that men might hanggolden brace- 
| , lets &Tewelsat crofle waies and no man durſt 


totnuch them for feare of thelaw,, there was 
| no hope of fauour,no nor yet in the daies of 
Edzar another king of the Saxons, who is co- 
| mecndedto beſocxcellentin Juſtice & ſharpe 
| incorreQtion of vices alwel in his Magiſtrates 
| asother ſubicQs, that neuer before his daies 
| was vſcdlefle als by robbers or extorti- 
|  on,or bribery by falle offical is alſo recor- 
| 

| 

| 


_ 


ded, that in Wilkam the Conquerers daies, a 
| yongwench might carry a burthen of polde | 
| through the whole land without danger, there 

|  wasno hopeof fauour : the lawesof thoſefor- 

| namedprincescouldbeno more comparable 
| rothelawesof Englandnow,then the diſcre- 
tion of a child oftwo yeares age to the wil- 
| - domeof agraue Serator,god grant the faulr 
{ may beamended whereit is, 

Thirdly the neglect of Iuſticeis dagerous to 
rhe whole people ,where it is ſo negl<&tcd: as 
long as the peopie committed abhomination 
againſt'the Lord without puniſhment , the 

 wrathof the Lord was hote againſt 1/rael & 
_ , the Lordpl-gned thegthat there died 24000, 
bur when zealous Phinees had done the 
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execution ypon them that wrought wicked= 
neſſcinthe Campe, the plague ceaſed from 
G the children of Iſracll. When Achar was fto- 
[  200-7.26. ned, the Lord turned from his fierce wrath, 
| When the ſinne of the bloudie houle of Sax/e 
__ RAN, ;._ puniſhed, the officers having performed 
"voy all that the king commaunded, God was then 
1 appealed with the land, 
| All this tandeth well wich the rule of chri- 
ſtian charitie, for it is not vnknowne that a 
magiſtrate ſuſtaineth a double perſon: as hee 
'Mat.18.24 iS 2 chriſtian brother, ſoindeede hee mult for= 
giue, as God hath forgiven him, be mecke & 
patient : {ith he himſelfe hath had ten thou- 
ſand talentsforgiuen him,not to take his bro- 
ther by the throate for an hundred pence :as 
Pfal.82., heisa magiltrate,he js godsvicegerent,andin 
k_ thatreſpet God vouchlaterh him his owne 
name,and he isſtriccly bounde to execute his 
office as occation ſhali be offered: ſometimes 
inflicting eaſier, ſometintes ſharper puniſh. 
ments vpon cuill doers, A wile king ſcatterech 
the wicked and cauleth the wheele to turne 0o=. | 
Pro,20,26yerthem, andin ſo doing, Reedoth a deede | 
of charitic, for who ſo ſparethche wicked op= | 
prefieth the godly. 
I will by your fauourable patience,put you 
in 


C 


| 
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in minde at this time of one finne by name , 


that ir may be the better {ookt vnto, that is 


even that great & capitall finne of this land, 
Recuſancic, The ſuffering of the Canaarits 
& the making of peace withthe, was an oc= 
cafonthartthe children of [racll called the 


name ot ine place Bochimy, that is, weeping 
or lamentation., It cur open and proteſied e. 


nemics zbroacedoelooketor any affiſitance 
heere arhome, to make this lance of Eng- 


land Bochimoroo, they, theygeuven our Re- 


culants, arethe men at whole handes they 


looke forcrear maiters, Wee are {ure that 


the Lord will not giue the ſoule of his turtle 
yntodogs , nor his datling into h!S eNEC!LIES 
ends, Neuertacieſie we may ret neglet 
lawtull neancs to auorve oaniger, by refor- 


ming tha 2reat COmpaiiy of Papiſts which 


 lurke, nay which live apeniy , re:uſing to 


COMNTNUNICAIE WIEN VS 111 the word & Sacra 
ments, Sith it is moſt evident that the cauſe 
of Recuſancy is ignorance, 2nd the bet re- 
medy thercofthe hearing of Gods words 
fincerely preathea- itis muchto be wiſhed 
nat they were al compelled to come where 


ey might heare,and learnethar their pre. 
ence of conſcience is but a deceiprtull wg- 
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f ling trick ofthe deceiucr. As the Donatifts 

| loucd theirerrors betterthen ctheirliues, ſo 

= theic loue theirignorance better then their 

[ v] goods: Forthe curing ot bovily diſeatesboth 

| | 10 men and dealtes, if they refuſe to recejue | 

4 medecines, we will manacle, bind and fet- 
ter themthatthey inay receive medicines: | 
and ſhould we not much more enforce our 
ſicke brethren to receive the medicines | 
ofthe ſoule? In my imple indgement, this | 

*r 15 euery mans caſc,we are all bound to ſecke 
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the goodone of another, and the greateſt 

good i5the faluation of our ſoules : Where- 

fore none may paſſe ouer this matter with 

the excule of Gall;zs, who would not meddlec | 

AR,r8.15. in Paxles caulcy becauſe it wasa matter of | 
religion : but let vs all knowfor a certainty 

k that God would hauc kings and Judges to 

- be wile and lcarned, that the earth might be _ _ 
filled with knowledge as the waters couer 
the lea , chat re'igionmight be plated from 

Dan to Berſheba, 

Thelecond part of our praGtiſe,is the orde- 

ring and guiding of our private life after the | 
rule of gods holy word, tor as it is trucly ſaid 
ofPhiloſophical vertues, 09x75 virtmtrs Laws i12 

atious corfitit, lo itisto be held of Chriſti- 
an 


OL O06 AE. 
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{ harge, 31 
an profeſſion and. divine knowledge; The 
dover ofthe worke ſhallbe bleſſed in as deede, 
ſaich Saint [ames, Wherefore Chriftianitic 
dorh not confilt in dare hearing, or reading 
the ſcriptures, nor in talking or diſputing of 
them, for notw:trhſtaading thele things ;a 
n.20 may bea reprobate: butherein cavl- rPer.1.1 
teih the commoditie and right vie of our re- 
ligion; thatwe refarme our waics and keep Jam.1.z 
our lejues vnipotted of the workie. When 
our Lord and Saviour came ints the coalles 
of Cſarea Philippi, hee aiked lis diles ples, Mat.16,, 
ſlaying;//bom dor menſaythat 1 a of 
man am: 11 ike fontlaith Origen ; be that is 
a Bithop or a Magiflrate may alke this que- 

(tion; Wnat doth the world jay of me 7 Bur 

he a aſke ot him.chat will an{werewithi- 

Out fiatrery . Vpon the wilemans warrant 

who 1th, thathechatrebukerh a man ſhall Pro.23.2 
fnde m-re fauous at the bat ihe1 ne that 
fAattcreth with his tonguc, ] wil ſhewyou 

plainly what the world faith you.,MAen fav 

{om are £{azs,lom Nimrodslome Sodomits, 

many the ichojlers of AZachemli, tew Lots, Gents: 
few Jaſephs few Obadahs,tew Co: +ely, ewe 10.9, 
Zacheesrhelearethe comon whilperings2- iK1.18.7 


Aft.10 
broad: there is alloacommon OULCTY tO bee Luk 


lam,1.2 
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hard almoſtin every place,& thisis againſt 
couectouſacfle becauſe poore mens rents are 
daily racked , their fines intallerable, their 
ancienttenures altered,their new leafes (tuf 
fed with ambiguous & dagerous clauies, Ke 
boams little finger is heauier then his fathers 
2OyNes, this yee call /-profement.]t is allo 
reportedthatby how much the greater coſt 
the tenants bettowe in manuring their te= 
nements, in erecting houſes neceflarie,pla- 
ctung Occhards,& ſuch like, it 1sby ſo much 
the more ynlikely that their poſt eritie ſha)l 
cuer enioythe ſame,eſpecially by how much 
the nearer they dwell vnto their landlords, 
For as Exe, though ſhee had an infinire 
number of moſt delicate fruitesgiven her of 
the Lord in Paradiſe, yet ſhe mot earnelily 


| defiredone that was forbidden , & thought 


itgood for meate : and ynto Achab , who 
rvithout doubt wanted no gardens, the vin= 
yarde of Naboth ſeemed very commodious 
to make him a garden of hearbes: ſo tarcth 
it in theſe daies, this mans tenement with 0- 
ther his neighbours j1uingsare very fit to en. 
large their Landlords demaines, fac a ma- 
ner hath good paſtures within ityfor recouc- 
ring ofthem there ſhal not wanta [ovadatto 


lay 


Charge. 33 
lay aplot: ifthere beno other meanes,then 
: mutt ſerue to make a parke, which will 
both take away the ſuſpicion of covetoul- 
neſſe, and alſobe a good meanes to drewe 
in morenext adioyning, which after a few 
yeares may bee imployed to vies more pro- 
ficable both for the owner, and allo tor 
the common wealth, Whether it be more 


reaſonable that they thathaue aboundance 


ſhould bee contene with theiclot, or that 
ſuch as haue but little ſhould depart from 
all that they poſſeſſe, iudgeyee. For an an- 
ſwerevntothe common excuſes viedin this 
bebalfe, | beſcech you conſider how the 
holy Gnoſt hath penned the ſtorie of Achab 
& Naboth. Achab was the king of the land, 
aman would haue thoughtit a ſmall fault 


_ _ 


1.Kin.z 1: 


in him to deſire any thing of his ſubiecte 


for hispleaſure, yea no fault atall, ſith hee 


offered him his choyce either to take fo 


much money asit was wotth, or a better 
vineyarde thanthat was, in another-place, 
ſo that hee was, not ſo rigorousto take from 
another man his right without full recom- 


pence? Yet the very deſire of having, is 


there noted to bee euill, and laide before 


vs for our admonition, that wee {houlde 
C3 take 
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aries 


take heede that wee doe nottranſgrefle af- 
terthelike manner. Achab though he were. 
a kirg, had a high Lord aboue him which 
maintained the cauſeofthe poore helpleſle: 
this aigh Lordis he that-bath pronounced 
by bis Prophet a wor to them that will leaue 
no place tor the poore todwellin, he can 
thruſt chele carthen Lords outof doores at 
his pleaſure, as he d1d Nabachadnezer, hee 
can taketheir {ouies from them cuen when 
they haue ſet vp their reſt, as he did to the 
rich inanin the Goſpell,Sith the cale ({adeth 
thus,itis no wiſdotne for rhe workers of ini- 
quitie to eatevp gods peopie as they cate 
bread, it isno wildomie to {et our affections 


34, The Magifh 


_ onthings here belowe, as ioyning otland to 


land,and houſe.tohoutezthatwee may be 
placed by ourſelues on tie middelt of the 
earth, itis no widome to vnpcople parilkes 
and countries. Though hutbandmen & tile 
lersof the carth be not aſked their iudges- 
ment in the counſel] of the people, neither 
are they higa in the congregatton , neither 
fit they vpon the iudgement leats, yet with- 
out theſe cannot common weales continue, 
cities cannot be maintained nor inhabited 
nor occupicd. As for ſuch whole conſcien- 

. ces 
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charge. ©. 
cesdoeacquitethem from this fi ane of co< 
uctouſneſle, let them ſearch and examine 
themlelues whether thier be any other ſin 
that raignetn in them, for he that is an adul- 


tereris in the lame condemnation tharc the 
couetous is, rhe drunkard and gJutron and 


proude man is allo in 2s dangerunus cſtare as 


the others 2 one raigning fo 6a whatſoeuer 


it be without rc penrance, ſhall be more bir- 
ter vnto our foules then the Colliquintia.s 
was to the taſte of the children of the Pro- 
phets, when ittauſzd them to cry, Death zs 
in the pot. Letvs all embrace true witleme 
which teacheth all men to conſider their 


waics,andto turne their feete yo the tefti<' 


monies of the Lord,to make haſte and delay 


not to keepe his coinmaundements : it tea- 


cheth vs tomake bags which waxe nocold, 
a treaſure that cannor faile in heauen -where 
no theefe commeth nor moath corrupteth, 
in a worde to denie vngodlineſſe and 
worldly luftes , and ro live ſoberly and 
righteouſly and 'godly' in this preſent world, 
as becommetrh the peculiar people of God, 
zealousof good workes. 


4 The lat} member of r my Ar(t diuifion tis, 
the 
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_ thetime When men ſhould put in praQiiſe 
the charge before ſpoken of, a: thing not | 
to bee omitted: for many that conſent to | 
all the reſt, trifle very dangerouſly about | 

| the time : therefore it is worth our obtcrua- | 
d tion that the Prophet leaueth vsnot at our 
+. bbertie, but ſaith, Vow be wiſe as God him- | 
felfe & alwaies, I amy :to they that are gods | 
ſhould thivnke ir li:tie worth to ſay, they | 
have beene wiſe , holy, and rightcous, or | 
that they will bee fo hercaſter, bur thac 
true wiſdome confiſteth jn preſent obedi- 
encevito hct wordes which calleth the - 
fooles from their fooliſhneſſe, & the icorn- '\ 
fullfrom tal#ng pleaſure in ſcorning , That | 

wee my without delay, by our holy obc- 

, dience ſhewe our godly wildome, there aic 

| three moſt forcible arguments ready at han 4 

to perſwade vs, Firſt, the ſhartnefle of our | 
lives andthe yncertainctie of our eſtates,the 
rich man that built his barnes wider, and 
bid his ſouletake reſt, becauſc ofhis greate 
{tore laide vp for many yearcs , that ſame 
nighthad his ſoule taken from him. There 

4: isno man here preſet this day,or liuing vpo 
the earth,that can abſolutely ſay vnto him- 
ſcliegthathe wil doe thisor that ramerrow. 

Secondly, 


then wee thinke of, according rothe ſaying Mar 


{barge 37 


Secondly, gods iudgements are necrer 


of lohnthe Baptift, T he axe ts laid: to ” 


roote of the tree, hee ſaith not y that it ſhall 
be laide, bucthar it is: ſo was it with the A- 
malckites when they lay {cattered vpon the | 
earth, cating and drinking and dauncings FEIIS 
becaule of all che greate prey that they had ;6 *? 
raken our &f the land of the Philiitines and 
cut of the Lande of /udzh, Daxid came v- 
pon them and finore them from The twi- 


light eucuvatothe euening ofthe next more 


row,fothat thereelcapednotamanofthae, - 
ſauc 400. young TIC) which rode VPON C3- Dan 422 
melsand fl:d;i{o wasit with Nabuchadne- 
z4r,while hee vaunted vpon his palace of 
Syſan , heheard a voice {aying; Thor ſralt 


 eate grafſe with the beaStes of the field, and to 


it came co paſle. While Sazacheris was 10 2.King,r 9, 
the Temple worſhipping Niſroch his God, 37 
A1-amelechand Sharezer his ſonnes ſlewe 

him : While erode was in tsroyell appie Agye,c;, 
rell fitting on the judgement ſeate, being 

tickled with the vaine commendations ot. 

the people, the Anyel! of the Lord ſmote 

him, to that he was eaten of wormes, and 

Pauc Vp the Groft, | 


| 


. 


= Zach7., formed in Hieruſalem even that citie which 
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| | .38 The bis 
| Eſa.g5.6 Laſtly, the day of yifitation,the day of ſal- 


Si} uation,the time be ont or euer? 
| i} ro this purpole wildome her ſelfe ſpeakerh 
|, Pro,1.28. ofthem that deferre their amendmeut,they 


— 


F Þ ſhall callupon me, but | will not anſwere : "they 


't fall feche mee earely,but they ſhall not finde 
| mee, becauſe they hated knowledge ard did nor 
chaſe the feare of the Lord. Tins was per- 


13s the Lord did chuſe oucot all the tribes of //- 
raell, toputhisname there, in their proſpe- 
riticthe inhabitants therof made their harts 
as an Adainant ſtone, lealt they ſhould heare 
the lawe, and the ward which the Lord of 
bofſtes ſent in his ſpirit by the miniſterie of 
his Prophets : therfore it came to paſſe, that 
as he cryed and they wold not heare,ſo they 
cryed and I would not heare faith the Lord 

Luk.t9.4z of hoſtes, Becauſe Hieruſalemy would not 
embrace Corilt their Sautour, therefore was 
their citie brought to deſolation, 

The five foolith yirginesfollowed after the 
bridegroome , bur the wedding chamber 
doore was ſhut before they came , andthey 

Mat.25.12, could not center in? whilechey were buy! ingof 
oyle the time paſſed, and chey came to late. 


| Well, let ys all know this, that as the nigat 
| iluc- 


' Charge, --. 30 
| ſucceedeth the day, and winter followeth 
| ſommer, ſoiudgementc6meth after mer- 
_ þ cie, and wherethis is not accepted, there 
'  thatwill not bee reſiſted: God giue vs his 
|  gracetobe wiſe in ſeaſon, Now vnto the 

king everlaſting,immoitall, inuifible, ynto 
God onely wiſe be honour and gloriefor e- 
| _uerandeuer, Amen. 


| Ecclchaſtes. ;2.1r. 
The wordes of the wiſe are like goades 


| and like nailes faſtned by the maſters of 
| the aſſemblies, which are Ginets 
byane Paton. 
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